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They might, at the least, have held the country until
the arrival of British troops; might have kept down the
unruly spirit of the zemindars; might perhaps have
assisted in repelling the disastrous march of the Dina-
pore mutineers, and have stopped the Ramghur bat-
talion, and other bands of sepoys on their devastating
career; and might, with certainty, have prevented the
headlong flight of the residents, and have preserved to
them the respect and esteem of the natives. Better to
risk all than owe deliverance to the foresight of a mis-
sionary, or to the courage of despised Christians!

A similar offer seems to have been made by the Eev.
Mr Mason, American missionary at Tounghoo, in Bur-
mah. His proposal to Government was, that the
Christian Karens should be formed into a police.bat-
talion. They are an active and able-bodied people, and
hearty in the allegiance they pay to the Government.
From their numbers, they would have been able to per-
form immense service to the State. Instead of enlisting
fifty thousand Sikhs, who, possibly, in a few years
might turn upon their masters as the dastardly sepoys
have done, if Mr Mason's proposition had been ex-
tended, and instead of a police battalion, some eight or
ten regiments of Christian Karens had been raised, and
interspersed among the Sikhs, diminished by that num-
ber, they would have exercised a powerful influence in
keeping the remainder faithful to their salt. It is
hardly necessary to say, as I suppose the result will
have been already conjectured by my readers, that the
loyal proposal of Mr Mason was not accepted, on the